
District Public Relations Office, S. A. S. Nagar 

• District Administration allows public dealing in banks from 10 am till 2 

pm, with some restrictions 

• Only one member of the household allowed stepping out to go directly to 

the Bank – on foot along with bank pass-book.  

• Use of vehicles to go to the bank not allowed 

S. A. S. Nagar, April 3: 

The District Administration has allowed the public dealing in the banks all across 

the district from 10 am till 2 pm on working days, but with some restrictions. 

Disclosing this, the Deputy Commissioner,  Mr. Girish Dayalan said that only cash 

transactions, clearing, remittances and Government transactions shall be 

performed. Besides, pensions would be disbursed through the business 

correspondents. 

 All branches including treasury/currency chests would remain open with 

minimum staff. 

The DC further emphasized that the people must follow social distancing 

guidelines and avoid crowding, failing which there shall be penal action. Branch 

Manager may report such violations to local Police Station. 

He informed that only one member of the family/ household shall be allowed to 

step out to go directly to the Bank, that too on foot along with bank pass-book. 

Immediately after finishing the work, the person shall return to his home. 

He said that a person need not visit his home branch but may visit the nearest 

branch of the same bank. However, all ATMs would remain open 24x7. 

As per the orders issued by him, the use of vehicles to go the bank shall not be 

allowed. If anyone requires the use of a vehicle to visit the Bank, for any reason, 

he/she shall first apply for a short-duration curfew pass online 

(https://epasscovid19.pais.net.in/) and only after it is granted, visit the Bank. 



On the other hand, the employees of the bank shall be only allowed to go to work 

and return/ or on official bank duty on production of Bank ID .Any violation of 

curfew by Bank employees by use of ID for any other work, shall render them 

liable for penal action. 

-------------------- 
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Social Security Benefits to be disbursed through business correspondents of 

banks and through India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) 

S. A. S. Nagar, April 3: 

The District Administration has decided to disburse all the social security benefits 

with the inclusion of old age pensions through the business correspondents of the 

banks as well as through India Post Payments Bank (IPPB). 

In an order issued here today, the Deputy Commissioner Girish Dayalan said that 

the Banks are required to coordinate with the Business Correspondents to ensure 

that the beneficiaries especially the people in villages receive the benefits in a 

hassle free manner. 

As such, the social security pensions and other benefits are credited directly in the 

bank account of beneficiaries. Under the current curfew / lockdown, they may not 

be able to reach the banks/ATMs. But, the banks would require to disburse other 

social security benefits of Government of India and that from the State 

Government. Therefore, it has been directed that the social security benefits 

including the old-age, widow, dependants, disabled persons pensions etc be 

disbursed through business correspondents of the banks. 

 

The banks have been told to augment the number of business correspondents 

immediately, if required.  

 



Similarly, the Department of Posts will provide the facility of disbursement of 

social security benefits through India Post Payments Bank (IPPB). 

With the Aadhaar Enabled Payment Service (AEPS) provided by IPPB, post offices 

which are equipped with Micro ATM devices will be able to provide withdrawal of 

money to beneficiary irrespective of any bank account they have, at their 

doorstep. Any bank account holder can withdraw amount up to Rs. 10,000/- at a 

time at his doorsteps through 4639 post offices across Punjab.  

------------------- 
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• District Administration gives go ahead to shifting of mandi operations to 

New Mandi of Phase  11  

• Step to decongest present Mandi in Phase 1 

S. A. S. Nagar, April 3: 

Considering the public interest, the District Administration has decided that new 

Mandi of Phase 11 may be brought into use immediately. 

Divulging this, the DC Girish Dayalan said that this step has been taken as the 

Phase 1 mandi , a wholesale market from where fruits and vegetables are 

supplied to the entire city is cramped and it is not possible to maintain social 

distancing.  

So, in view of the exigency of the situation, it has been directed that in order to 

decongest the operations of the present mandi and in larger public interest to 

ensure social distancing the new Mandi of Phase 11 be brought into use 

immediately by shifting of some or all of the licensees. 

It is also noteworthy that the new mandi in Phase 11 has a large area of around 

15 acres with 95 shops that can be utilized for shifting of operations. 



--------------- 
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Balbir Singh Sidhu appeals people not to oppose cremation of COVID-19 positive 

body 

Says cremation does not pose any additional threat 

S. A. S. Nagar, April 3: 

Moved by the incident that took place on Thursday in which cremation of the 

body of renowned Ragi Padam Shri Bhai Nirmal Singh was opposed owing to his 

demise from nCov, the Health Minister, Punjab, Mr. Balbir Singh Sidhu made an 

appeal to the public to not to panic as cremation of COVID-19 positive patient's 

body does not pose any additional threat. 

Sensitizing the public, the crematorium and burial ground staff he reiterated that 

the cremation has no adverse effects if proper protocols are adhered to. So much 

so that the even the ash does not pose any risk and can even be collected to 

perform the last rites. 

He said that as per the guidelines issued by the Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare (GoI) the crematorium and burial ground staff need to ensure hand 

hygiene, use of masks and gloves. 

Besides, the viewing of the dead body by unzipping the face end of the body bag 

(by the staff using standard precautions) may be allowed, for the relatives to see 

the body for one last time and religious rituals such as reading from religious 

scripts, sprinkling holy water and any other last rites that does not require 

touching of the body are allowed. 

But, the bathing, kissing, hugging of the dead body is not allowed and the funeral/ 

burial staff and family members should perform hand hygiene after cremation/ 

burial. 



Apart from this, large gathering at the crematorium/ burial ground should be 

avoided as a social distancing measure. 

------------------- 
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2 more positive cases surface in District 
 

Had attended religious congregation in Delhi 
 

Village Mauli Baidwan & Alamgir sealed 
 

S. A. S. Nagar, April 3: 

The district saw 2 more corona virus positive cases surfacing in the district. These 

two had attended a religious congregation in Delhi. Their contacts are being 

traced. The two persons belong to Kumbhra near Sector-68 and village Mauli 

Baidwan (since sealed). Both have been hospital quarantined at Gyan Sagar. Both 

the areas are under Sanitization and Cleaning and full quarantine protocol is being 

followed. 

 

Disclosing this here today, the DC Girish Dayalan further said that apart from this, 

village Alamgir near Lalru has also been sealed as a precautionary measure 

because approximately 15 people from Ambala Cantt area attended the 

congregation at Village Alamgir. One of those has been found Covid-19 positive 

yesterday at PGIMER, Chandigarh. Out of these 15 families, 10 have been home 

quarantined.  

 



Besides this, the 48 samples of the contacts of the Jagatpura positive case, have 

been found negative while the results of three samples are awaited. Furthermore, 

the 14 samples of the contacts of other positive cases have also been found 

negative while the results of 5 more are awaited. 

----------------- 


